State of North-Carolira. , ‘
IN CONVENTION, AUGUST 1, 1788.

Refolved, That a Dac'aration of Rights, afferting and fecuring from incroachment the great Principles of
civil and religious Liberty, and the unalienable Rights of the People, together with Amendments to the woft
ambiguous and exceptionable Parts of the faid Conltitution of Government, ou;ht tn be laid before Congrefs,
and the Convention of the States that fhall or may be called for the Purpofe of Amending the fad Con%i-ution,
for their confideration, previous to the Ratification of the Conllitution aforefaid, on the part of the State of

Norih Carolina.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS.

1Rt That there are certzin natural rights of which man, wien they form a focial compad, cannot deprive or
divelt their polleriiy, among which are the enjoyment of li‘e, and liberry, with the means of zcquiring, pof-
fcfing and proteiiing properiy, and purfuing and obtaining happinefs and fafery.

24. That all power is naturally velted in, and confequently derived from the people; that magiltrates
therefore are their truftees, and agents, and at a!l times amenableto them. .

3¢. That Goverament eught to be inflituted for the common benefit, prote&ion and fecurity of the people;
and that the do&rine of non-refiitance againit arbitary power and opprelion is ablurd, flavith, and deftruc-
tive to the good and Lagpieefs of mankind. ' oy ;

~ .

4th. That no man or it o men are entitled to exclufive or feparate public emnluments or privileges from the

community, but in coriiloration of public fervices; which not being defcendible, ncither cughc the offices of

m:gilteate, legiflator ¢ judze, uoany other public (fice to be hereditary.
g-h. That the legiflative, executive and judiciary powers of government fhou'd be feparate and diftin&, and
that the members of the two Lo may be refirained from oppreflion by feeling and participating the pubiic
burthens, they fhould at fized periods be reduced to u private ftation, return into the mafs of the people; and
the vacancies be fupplied by certain and reguiar cleftions; in which all or any part of the former members te
be eligible orineiigible, as the1iles of the Conftitution of Government, and the luws thall direél.

G:h. That ele®ions of Repeoiintatives in the legiflature onght to be free and frequent, and all men having
fufficient evidence of permanei common intereft with, and attachment to the cdmmunity, ought to Lave the
‘right of fuffrage: and no aid, charge, tax or fe: can be fet, rated, or levied upon ihe people without their own
cenfent, or that of their reprefeatatives, {o ele@led, ner can they be bound by any law, to which they have no,
in like manner aflented for the public good. SR

oth, That all power of fufpending laws,.or the execntion of laws by any acthority witheut the confent of

the reprefentatives, of the people in the Legiflature, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be exercifed.
© 8h, That in all ezpitai and criminal profecutjons, a man hath a right to demanc the caule and nature of
his zceufation, to.be cenfronted with the acenizra and witnefles, to call for evidence and be allowed counfel in
liis favor, and to a fair and fpeedy trial by aa impartial jury ot his vicinage. without whofe unanimous cone
fent he cannot be found guilty (exccpt in the guvernment of the laud and naval forcesynor cau he be compell-
ed te give evidence againli himic.f, ; : £ o

otk. That nofreeman ought to be taken, imprifoned, or diffeized of his frechcld, lit erties, privileges or fran-
chifes, or outlawed or esiled, or in any manner defRroyed or deprived of his life, liberty, or property but by
the law of the land. ; L byt ~

1oth, That every freeman rellraned of his liberty is entitled toa remedy to enquire into the lawfulnefs
thereof, and. to remove the fame, if unlaw!al, and that fuch remedy ought not to be denied nor delayed.

p1th. That in controv:rfics re(pecing property, and in fuits between man and mun, theancient trial by ju-
" ry is one of the greatef fecurities to the rights of the people, and oupht to remain facred and inviolable, -

12th, That every frecatan ought to find a certain remedy by reconrfe to thelaws for all injuries and wrongs
he may receivein his perian, property, or chira&ter. He ought to obtain right and juflice freely without fale,
completely and without denial;, promptly and without delay, and thac all eftablilnm.ats, or regulaiions contra-
veaing thefe rights, are oppreffive and unjnft. i i

13th. That execflive bail ought not to be required, nor exceffive fines impoled, nor crucl and unufual pu-
aithments inflicted, Lo s B e i e ;

14 ‘That every freeman has a right to be fecure from 2] unreafonable {arches, and feizures of his perfon,
his papers, and property : ail warrants therefore to fearch fufpe@ed places, or fsize any freeman, his papers
or preperty, withowt information upon oath (or affirm ation of a perion religioufly ferupuious of taking an onth)
of legal and fufficient caule, are grieveus and oppreflive, and all general warrants to fearch {afpedled places, or
to apprehend any fufpe@ed perfon without fpecially naming or defcribing the place or perfon, are dangerous
and ouzht notto be granted. , i £ : ; j

15th. That the people have a right peaceably to affemble together to confult for the commeon good, or to
inftru@ their reprefemtatives; and that every freeman has a right to petition or apply to the Legiflature for
redre(s of grievances. - - ' ' 4

16th. That the people have a right to freedom of fpeech, and of writing aad publifhing their fentiments;
that the freedem of the prefsis one of the greatelt bulwarks of Liberty, and ought not to be vielated. -,

17th. That the peeple have aright to keep and bear arms; thata weli r-gulated militia compofcd of the be-
dy of the people, trained to arnis, is the proper, natural and fale defence of a free Rate. That Aanding armies
in time of peace ars dangerous te-Liberty, and therefore ought 10 be avoided, as far asthe circuauftances and
proteQion of the community will admit; and that in all cafes, the military {hould be under &ri& fubordina-
tion to, and governed by the civil power, e b '

1$th. That ne foldierin time of peace ought to be quartered in any houfe without the conféat of the owner,
and in time of war in fuch manner only as the Laws dire&@. . ; i

19th, That any perfon religioufly fcrupu lous of bearing arms ought to be exempted upon payment of an e-
quivalent to empley another to bears arms in hisfead. . . . .

Ao. That religion, or the duty which we owe to out Creator, and the manner of difcharging it, can be di-

refed only by reafon and convi@ion, not by force or violeace, and therefore all men have aa cqual, natural
and unalienable right to the free exercife of religion according to the d'&ates of confcience, and that no par-

 ticular religious feé or focicty ought tobe favoured or eftablithed by Jaw in preference to others.

_ Amendments to the Conftitution. g o
L HAT each ftate in the union fhall, reipedively, retain every power, jurifdiion and right, which is not
; by this conftitution deicgated to the Congrels of the Uaited States, or to the departments of the
Federal Government.




